
COME,  YE  THANKFUL  PEOPLE ,  COME

H a v e  y o u  e v e r g o n e  t o  a  H o m e c o m i n g  o r  F a m i l y  R e u n i o n ?  E v e r y o n e ' s  t a l k i n g
a t o n c e  .  .  .  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k  t h e y ' v e  b e e n  d o i n g ,  a b o u t  t h e  g o o d  a n d  b a d  t i m e s
t h e y ' v e  h a d ,  a n d  a b o u t  t h e i r  h o p e s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .

Harvest  gather ings were much the same. Af ter  the work of  harvest  was completed,  people ta lked about  the
food that  had been safe ly  s tored for  the winter ;  they expressed thei r  thankfu lness to God for  the harvest ;and
they thought  about  the future.  Henry Al ford 's  "Come, Ye Thankfu l  People,  Come" ta lks about  just  such a
harvest  t ime.

The Bibte speaks of  s t i l l  another  k ind of  harvest  in  Mat thew 12: .24-30 and 36-43.  Read the parable of  the
"wheat  and tares"  to  see how the words of  the second stanza of  "Come, Ye Thankfu l  People,  Come,"
f i t  in to the thought  of  the Bib le s tory and descr ibe a Chr is t ian bel ie f  ca l led " judgment" :

" W h e a t  a n d  t a r e s  t o g e t h e r  s o w n ,
U  n t o  j o y  o r  s o r r o w  g r o w n "

H o w  c a n  y o u  b e s t  e x p l a i n  t h e  n e x t  l i n c  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s t a n z a :

" F i r s t t h e  b l a d e , a n d  t h e n  t h e  e a r ,
" - f  h e n  t h e  f u l l c o r n  s h a l l  a p p e a r . "

Severa l  rev is ions were made in  Dean Al ford 's  text  a f ter  i t  f i rs t  appeared in  h is  Psalms and Hymns Col lect ion in
1844,  but  twenty years la ter  he announced that  only  h is  or ig inal  four  s tanzas const i tu ted the author ized text .

One of  the changes st i l l  appear ing in  many hymnals is  at  the beginning of  the second stanza.  Dean AI ford 's
or ig inal  text  o f  that  s tanza began:

" W e  o u r s e  i v e s  a r e  G o d ' s  o w n  f i e l d . "

M o s t  h y m n a l s  h a v e  n o w  c h a n g c d  i t  t o  t h e  v e r s i o n  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h i s  p a g e .

W h a t  d o  y o u  n o t i c e  a b o u t  t h e  i n t e r v a l s  w h e r e  t h i s  r h y t h m i c  p a t t e r n  o c c u r s ?

C a n  y o u  i d c n t i f y  t h e s e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  h y m n :  R h y t h m

M e t e r

Acc iden ta l

T h e  f  i r s t  t w o  p h r a s c s  h a v e

W h e r e ?

Key  S igna tu re

i d e n t i c a l  m e l o d i e s .  b u t  l i s t e n  t o the  harmon ic  accompan iment .  l s  the re  a  d i f fe rence?

Whether  we come together  in  a harvest  ce lebrat ion,  a homecoming,  or  Thanksgiv ing serv ices,  "Come, Ye Thank-
fu l  People,Come" helps us rcmember (1)  our  own responsib i l i t ies to  work,  (2)  that  God is  our  constant  Source
of  help,  and (3)  our  Chr is t ian understanding of  the future!
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T h e  t u n e ,  S t .  G e o r g e ' s ,  W i n d s o r ,  w a s  n a m e d  b y  G e o r g e  E l v e y  a f t e
f a m o u s  o r g a n i s t s  s e r v e d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  J o h n  M a r b e c k
H e n r y  H a r r i s .  T h e  C h a p e l  a l s o  h a s  a  l e g e n d a r y  l i n k  t o  K i n g  A

o r d e ' r s  o f  t h c  k n i g h t h o o d  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  " T h e  O r c l e r  o f  t h e  G a

H o r v  m a n y  t i m e s  c a n  y o u  f i n d  t h i s  r h y t h n r i c  p a t t e r l r :  ) .
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